CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 12th MAY 2011.

Present:
Cllr Eddie Quirk : Chairman

Cllr Barry Caddick




Cllr Tim Harker


Cllr Becki Withers




Cllr Shelley Taylor


Cllr Jonny Sykes

Carolyn Wall - Clerk

ITEM 1 :   ELECTION OF CHAIR
1.1 Cllr Quirk (Chair – presiding) sought nominations for ‘Chair’. Cllr Harker proposed (re)election of Cllr Quirk : there were no other nominations. The proposal was then unanimously agreed. 

ITEM 2 :   ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
1.2 Cllr Harker proposed (re)election of Cllr Falla :  there were no other nominations.  The proposal was unanimously agreed.  

Chair and Vice Chair sign Declaration of Office 
Newly elected Chair presiding.
ITEM 3 : To record any Apologies.  

No Apologies received

ITEM 4 : To receive any member's declaration of interest as regards items on this   Agenda

No Declarations of Interest Received

ITEM 5:  To approve the Council’s Standing Orders                                          
Councillor Harker proposed Standing Orders

Seconded by All

Clerk to check proposed amendment to Standing Orders

Clerk to send out Code of Conduct (Attached to Minutes)
ITEM 6:  To approve and sign, as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting on 21st April 2011  
Proposed by Cllr Caddick

Seconded by Cllr Taylor
ITEM 7 : To discuss any matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting on 21st April 2011

No Matters Arising

ITEM 8:   Planning Applications 

8.1 
E/11/0549/TCA – Limmer Cottage Upper Chute. Tree work to reduce 50% crown reduction to Yew Tree – Approved 

ITEM 9 :  Highways matters– to review outstanding issues.

9.1        Drainage to Malthouse Lane – 

Raised by David Brown at Annual Parish Meeting

Clerk has E mailed Highways and this will be addressed by Parish Steward

9.2
 Forest Lane –

John Turner has raised with Cllr Quirk the humps in Forest Lane caused by Tree Roots.

This has been noted

9.3 
Back Lane -

Cllr Taylor advised that the fence in Back Lane had collapsed. The fence is the property of the Sanctuary Housing Association.

Action – Clerk to speak to Housing Association

9.4 
Cadley Junction

Cllr Harker stated that the grips on Cadley Junction needed clearing.

Action – Clerk to raise with Highways.

9.5
 Grit Bins

The Grit Bin by Tibbs Meadow had been placed at the corner of Tibbs Meadow so that the occupants of No could not open a car door.

Cllr Sykes volunteered to move this to the other side of the road.

ITEM 10:  Matter raised at Parish Meeting on 21st April 2011 – to consider.

10.1 Highways Representative – Cllr Falla Proposed but declined due to other village commitments. Cllr Sykes volunteered and was seconded by all.

10.2 Malthouse Lane Drainage – This has been raised by the Clerk with Highways who have agreed to action.

10.3 Insurance Contribution to Playing Fields

Cllr Cherrington of Chute Forest Parish Council requested that as Chute was a larger Parish, they should pay a larger contribution raised the contribution to the playing fields.

The ownership of the Playing Fields has been 50/50 between the two Parishes’s since 1953 and is not a decision that could be changed without considerable consultation.

Due to the amount that is reserved for year ending 2011/12, no additional cost can be considered.

Cllr Sykes proposed that this is reviewed in next years Precept and this was seconded by all.

.
ITEM 11:  Any other business:  discuss and identify any decisions to be scheduled for next meeting.

11.1 
  Allotments

Cllr Withers has been advised that the allotment holders have not been invoiced for 2010.

Action – Clerk to raise invoices.

Two allotment holders have advised Cllr Caddick that the boundary with Longview had encroached on allotment land.

This is incorrect, as the new fencing has been installed giving extra land to the allotment holders. It is agreed that Cllr Caddick will visit the site with the plans to give peace of mind to the allotment holders.

Action – Clerk to send plans to Cllr Caddick

11.2 
   King George Playing Fields
It was noted that a budget for the Playing Fields has not been received and the Chairmen was unable to attend the Parish Meeting and his annual report did not contain any figures.

Action  - Clerk to write to Chairman of Playing Fields requesting a budget and grant request to be discussed at the next council meeting.

11.3
  Auditor.
Gordon White has agreed to become the Parish Council’s auditor.

This to become and agenda item for the next meeting

11.4 
 Phone Box- Upper Chute

The council have been advised that the glass has recently been broken by local teenagers and the bus shelter and phone box is being used for smoking what is perceived to be cannabis.

Action – Parents to be approached and if necessary the local police to be advised so they can monitor the situation.

ITEM 12.:Agenda Items for Next Meeting

 Invoice Approvals

12.1         Hire of Village Hall 21st April 2011 £16.00 

12.2         Membership of WALC £107.63

12.3         Invoice for contribution to Bouncy Castle at Chute Village Party - £30

12.4         Appointment of Auditor

The Chair noted that there was no additional business and closed the meeting at 8.35pm

The date of the next meeting is June 9th 2011 at 7.30pm

Carolyn Wall Chute Parish Clerk May 13th 2011
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